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TO (Name Organization Inlernal Addrass) 

G. L. Potter  
HS&E Operations Mgt. 
B1 dg .123 

FROM (Name Organization Internal Addrru Phone) . R. W. Hawes 

SUBJECT DISPOSITION OF ROOM 141, BUILDING 7 7 1  808024621 
I n  response t o  several D i r ec to r s '  quest ions about removal ot tne d i r t  
under the f l o o r  o f  Room 141  i n  Bu i ld ing  771. 

The recommendations i n  the study are t o  sample the pieces o f  concrete 
f l o o r  as it i s  removed t o  determine how much t o  remove. I f  the 
contamination penetrates on ly  three o r  four  inches,  then removal i s  
t o  stop a t  that  point and a new concrete f l o o r  poured on top o f  the 
ex i s t i ng  f l oo r .  

I f  contamination continues throughout the concrete, the ent i re  f l o o r  
i s  t o  be removed. 

As f a r  as  the s o i l  under the floor i s  concerned, s o i l  w i l l  on ly  be 
removed i f  it i s  f ea s i b l e  t o  do so f o r  very small spots.  So i l  
samples are t o  be taken and i f  found t o  be contaminated, t o  docunient 
as  well a s  po s s i b l e  the extent o f  any contamination and then a new 
f l o o r  w i l l  be poured. 

The documentation w i l l  be useful f o r  the C losure  P lan and f o r  future  
cleanup under RCRA and CERCLA. 

The monitoring wel l s  are not a very good method t o  determine i f  the 
ground under Room 141  i s  contaminated. 
being monitored are a considerable distdnce from Bu i l d i ng  771.  A t  
the estimated ground water f l o w  rate o f  n ine feet per year i n  t h i s  
area, it could be many, many years  before contamination i s  detected 
i n  the wells. 

To s t a r t  with, the wel l s  

It i s  suggested i n  the clean-up plan that  the  sump i n  the e levator  
sha f t  adjacent t o  Room 141 be sampled and that  a hor izontal  core 
sample o f  the  s o i l  under Rooin 1 4 1  be taken from the elevator sha f t  
a l so .  I f  contamination i s  found i n  the sump o r  s o i l  core this w i l l  
not i den t i f y  Room 141  as  the  exact source o f  the  contamination. If 
contarnination i s  not found i n  the samples, i t  means one o f  two 
th i ng s ,  e i ther  it i s  not contaminated o r  that  samples taken were i n  
the wrong place. 
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The cost  figures i n  the clean-up plan are based on complete removal 
o f  the concrete floor because o f  potential migrating into the soil  o f  
any contamination if it i s  allowed t o  remain. 

I hope t h i s  answers the questions o f  concern 
please contact me. 

If there are others,  

R .  W. Hawes 
Environmental Analysis 

and Control 

cc :  
N M. Daugherty 
R E. Richardella 
G. H Setlock 


